Parent Guide: September 2026

Article Overviews and Conversation Starters

This month, your kids will be reading several articles. Below you’ll find summaries of each
one along with suggested conversation starters. These discussions will help reinforce key

concepts while also giving you, the parent, an opportunity to share your experiences and
perspectives on the topic.
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Conversation Starters

* Why do you think rulers throughout history wanted to control what people believed?

What could happen if a government had the power to decide which religion was right?
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Conversation Starters

Force and Faith.

This article explains why government and religion
can both benefit society, but should not become
the same source of power. Government uses civil
laws and force to protect people from harm, while
religion uses spiritual teachings to guide people
toward a good and meaningful life.

The article gives five reasons to keep them
separate: forced religion cannot produce genuine
faith, freedom allows faith and character to grow,
combining civil and spiritual power can lead to total
control, religious freedom helps prevent conflict,
and separating government from religion allows
new ideas about morality and human freedom

to develop. The article ultimately argues that
government should be powerful enough to protect
people’'s freedom, but never powerful enough to
control their conscience or beliefs. Keep force in its
place. Keep faith free.

 What is the difference between obeying a rule because you're afraid and doing

something because you believe it's right?

e Can you think of an idea that people once believed was normal or right but that people

later decided was wrong? What allowed that idea to change?



