Parent Guide: April 2026

Article Overviews and Conversation Starters

This month, your kids will be reading several articles. Below you’ll find summaries of each
one along with suggested conversation starters. These discussions will help reinforce key
concepts while also giving you, the parent, an opportunity to share your experiences and

perspectives on the topic.

he Gnarled OaKS
s a man
just 8

he gate of t

suggestion — and EM
i . Ethan y
Skater Scﬁsfte 4 their grand® car arrived:

tice
ey had efore 3 PO rouah
they watch very 1009 bﬂ‘\cer announced & 2
didn't 988 12 S50 ahicle. An © ity closed for
But they dark miltary ing temporal street,
followed DY @ S8 o park was bel across the

ne wWas ark.
a loudspeaker th'm‘m inutes eve*‘}mar ofully through the ©
safety searcly s with dogs search ¢ ly, “Are you Two
watching s0Idie g Ethan and EmI:
n the cU!
¢ Scott sat o
e asked-

b beside

Skate!
okay?”

ayes,” Emily respor

e?”
at's \’\apper\mg over ther
ent
o calmiy “Thg gcvg”\\i\::ng
of lranian fighters

ded, “put.. Wh

" it sal
ith tran.” 560 thing-

started W ¢ cells or some!

< new war At there @ sleep® o maybe 2 Do t know for SUre

s worried t8E 00 o get revena®-Cn o we can

o America waltn sone's idea of & prank,

, ly sOM
\r's probably SO,
und

in Grarled
d happen i1 20
thing like that coul in America:

someth mall town

ht thing e
h(‘)n\f:?r;t‘;;\-ﬂa}d. “This i just @
aks:

3]

Conversation Starters

100 Years of Blowback

Ethan and Emily head to the skate park expecting a fun
day, but instead find it shut down because of a possible
threat connected to a new war. A skilled skateboarder
named Scott explains that what’s happening didn’t start
today—it’s the result of choices made over many years.
He tells them how countries like the United States and
Great Britain got involved in Iran’s affairs, even helping
remove a leader the people had chosen. These actions
made many people in Iran angry, leading to a cycle of
conflict that continues today. Scott teaches them a
powerful idea called “blowback”—when actions come
back to hurt you later. As the twins watch police search
Scott’s backpack, they realize that war doesn’t just
affect distant places—it changes life at home too. If we
don’t learn from history, we may keep repeating the
same mistakes and facing the same problems again.

* Do you think it was wise for other countries to remove a leader that people voted for?

Why or why not?

* If you were a leader, what would you do differently to avoid ‘blowback’ and resolve

problems with other countries peacefully?
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War? Hope Vs History

For many years, Americans were told that sending soldiers to other countries would stop bad
leaders and help people live freer, safer lives. But when we look at places like Afghanistan,

Iraq, Syria, and Libya, a different pattern appears. Each time, the goal sounded good—remove

a dangerous leader and bring peace—but the results were often the opposite. Wars lasted for
years, many innocent people were hurt, and new problems like chaos, violent groups, and “power
vacuums” took their place. In some cases, the same groups that were removed even came back
stronger. Now, as leaders talk about a new war in Iran, the article asks an important question: will
this time be different—or are we repeating the same mistakes? The lesson is clear: hope alone isn’t
enough—if we don’t learn from history, we risk making the same costly mistakes again.

Conversation Starters

* What pattern did you notice in the different wars mentioned in the article?

* If leaders promise something will make things better, what questions should we ask before
trusting their judgment?
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Is War Worth The Cost?

War might seem like something that only affects
faraway places, but this article shows that Americans
feel the effects too—right at home. When war happens,
it can make the world less safe by creating anger and
conflict that spreads across countries. It can make us
less free as governments take more control and limit
rights in the name of security. It also makes life more
expensive, with trillions of dollars spent that drive up
the cost of everyday things like food and housing. And
perhaps most importantly, it makes us less strong, as
soldiers are injured or lost and families carry those
burdens. When you put it all together, the article asks a
powerful question: are these costs worth it? The lesson
is to think carefully about the true impact of war—not
just the goals, but the real consequences—and decide

if the price is too high.

Conversation Starters
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3"!19 consequences of war doy’t Just affect the people
n far-away countries, Americans also pay the price.

When cities are destroyed
millions of refugees are i
suddenly forced into other
countries where their
beliefs and customs clash.
This causes stress, fear,
and crime,

Our wars also make a lot

of people angry at America,
and they may seek revenge.

Rival countries ljke
Russia and China are also j
threatened by the chaos ‘
of wars near their borders
and may try to stop us.

* Why do you think governments sometimes limit freedom during war? Do you think that’s a good

idea?

* What does the article mean when it says war can make a country ‘less strong’?

Share your conversation experiences with the world!
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