Parent Guide: December 2025

Article Overviews and Conversation Starters

This month, your kids will be reading several articles. Below you’ll find summaries of each
one along with suggested conversation starters. These discussions will help reinforce key

concepts while also giving you, the parent, an opportunity to share your experiences and
perspectives on the topic.

Mr Tuttle's Christmas War

Emily and Ethan are excited for Christmas, but
the season takes a sharp turn when Mr. Tuttle
discovers that their friendly neighbor, Shelly
Crocker, has secretly reported his business to the
\ gy government for years. Hurt and angry, he feels
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Tuttle family learns that grace can heal wounds,

calm fear, and bring true peace—often in the
2] moments we least expect.

Conversation Starters

* Why do you think Shelly Crocker believed reporting Mr. Tuttle was the “right thing to do”? What
might she have been feeling or afraid of?

* Have you ever felt angry because someone treated you unfairly?

* Do you think forgiveness can spread from one person to another?
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The Christmas Truce: When Enemies
Became Friends

Over a hundred years ago, during the bitter winter
of World War |, soldiers on opposite sides faced
each other from muddy trenches filled with fear
and loneliness. But on Christmas Eve, something Over one hundred years ago,

Europe, |t was cal|
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remarkable happened. The Germans began singing for miles. The ar wae por "
“Silent Night,” and soon the British soldiers joined
in from across the battlefield.

The, ‘ 5
Christmas Truce:

When Enemies Became Friends

One by one, men from both sides climbed out of
their trenches and met in the open, not as enemies,
but as ordinary people longing for peace. They
shared food, shook hands, exchanged small gifts,
and even played a friendly game of soccer. For

a brief moment, the war paused—not because

rulers ordered it, but because regular people chose
connection over conflict. The Christmas Truce
reminds us that peace often begins when we see
the humanity in those we’re told to fear.

Conversation Starters
* Why do simple actions—like singing or sharing food—create peace?

* Can you think of a small “truce” you could offer to someone in your own life?

The Gift Only You Can Give.

Christmas is a season of giving, but some of the most meaningful gifts can’t be
wrapped. Every day, we have chances to calm worries, settle arguments, and
bring people together. Taking the first step toward peace—whether by offering
forgiveness or kindness—creates a powerful ripple that touches everyone around
us. In a season filled with light and generosity, becoming a peacemaker might be
the most important gift you give all year.
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Christmas: Celebrating the Prince of
Peace

Long ago in a humble desert village, a baby
named Yeshua—known today as Jesus—was born.
His life and teachings would change the world in
extraordinary ways. Instead of teaching people
how to conquer others, Jesus showed a new path:
humility, forgiveness, compassion, and loving even
those who hurt you.

These ideas were radical in ancient times, yet they
slowly transformed entire societies, helping people
see each other as neighbors instead of enemies.
Today, Christians and non-Christians alike admire
the wisdom of the Prince of Peace. His teachings
remind us that real strength comes from serving
others, calming conflict, and choosing love over
revenge—lessons that still guide and inspire people
everywhere during the Christmas season.

Conversation Starters
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* Why do you think humility—putting others first—can make friendships and communities

stronger?

* Why do you think these teachings continue to inspire people thousands of years later, even

those who aren’t religious?



Latest Buzz:
The Ukraine War-Makers

Ukraine is a country made up of people with
different histories and cultures. Some fe.el close
to Europe, and others feel close to Rus,.5|a. After
the old Soviet Union broke apart, Russia andt

a group of countries called NATO agreed thal\d
Ukraine should stay neutral so everyone cou

feel safe.

But in 2014, Ukraine’s government changed

suddenly, and people in the eastern part

of the country felt threatened by th.e new .
direction. Fighting began, and Russia steppe
in. Later, Ukraine’s new presider?t wanted

to join NATO, which made Russia fe.el even ”
more unsafe, and the conflict grew into a fu
war. The United States sent large famo.unts of
money and weapons to help Ukraine flght. i
Today, many people around the world wish the
leaders would stop the fighting and choose

negotiation instead.

THE

NATO
Alliance

Ukraine is a country with two
different groups of people. In
the west most people speak
Ukrainian and fee| close to
Europe. In the east, most
people speak Russian and feel
close to Russia. Long ago, the
old empire called the Soviet
Union put them together inside
the same borders,

After the Soviet Union ended,
the old enemies, Russia and a
team of countries called NATO
(which includes the United
States), made an agreement
that Ukraine (which was a
country in the middle) would
stay neutral & . This helped
everyone feel safer ang kept
peace for a long time.
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But in 2014, the Obama/
Biden administration helped
overthrow Ukraine’s president,
and installed a new pro-NATO
government. Many people in
the east liked the old president.
They thought the new
government would be bagd for
them, so they voted to start a
New country for themselves.

Ukraine’s new government said
No and sent the army to stop
the separatists . The Russian
military stepped in to stop the
Ukrainian army.

Later, President Volodymyr
Zelensky had a plan to get the
Russians out of the way. He
wanted Ukraine to join NATO.
If Ukraine Jjoined it would force
all the NATO countries into a
big war with Russia.

i i Id!
Share your conversation experiences with the wor

Tagus: @TuttleTimesMagazine






