Parent Guide: November 2025

Article Overviews and Conversation Starters

This month, your kids will be reading several articles. Below you’ll find summaries of each
one along with suggested conversation starters. These discussions will help reinforce key
concepts while also giving you, the parent, an opportunity to share your experiences and
perspectives on the topic.

Honoring our Dead

Ethan and Emily wake up after Halloween to a
neighborhood filled with spooky, over-the-top
decorations. When they visit their neighbors, the
Lopez family, they discover a very different kind
of tradition—Dia de los Muertos, the Day of the
Dead. Instead of focusing on fear, this holiday
celebrates love, remembrance, and gratitude for
family members who have passed on. Through
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Conversation Starters
* Why do you think the twins felt that the Day of the Dead felt more meaningful than Halloween?
* If you could leave something behind for your descendants to find, what would it be?

* Why do you think learning family history can help us feel gratitude for our ancestors?
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GENEALOGY: The Search for Family

This article dives deeper into the 'How Tos' of ¥ W 3
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Conversation Starters

* What steps can you take to help future generations learn more about you and your life?

* What aspects about genealogy sound most interesting to you?

Family History at Home!

Doing family history from home can be simple—and surprisingly fun! This article
inspires readers to start building bridges across generations today, offering creative
ideas and easy ways to begin their journey.

So, how will you start discovering your story?



Latest Buzz:
The History of Dia de los Muertos

This article explains the fascinating history
behind Dia de los Muertos. Long before Mexico
existed, ancient tribes held ceremonies to
honor their dead. Later, the Mexica (rulers of
the Aztec empire) forced their violent beliefs
on others until the Spanish arrived and helped
overthrow them. When the native people
became Christians, they blended their old
customs with new ones, creating the colorful
and heartfelt celebration we know today. The
article reminds readers that even through war
and change, good traditions survive because
people find ways to keep meaning and love at

their center.

Dia de los Muertos shows how cultures can
blend and evolve, transforming even dark
times into something that celebrates life,
hope, and connection.

Conversation Starters
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Many famities in the United
States are falling out of love
with Halloween and looking
fora holiday that is more
meaningful. Some are adopting
a tradition from Mexico as

a replacement: Dia de los
Muertos, the Day of the Dead.
But don't be fooled by the
name! This holiday is about
honoring the lives of family
members who came before,

The tradition $ is very olg
Thousands of years before.
Me>§ico was even called Mexico
ancient tribes held festivals to -
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Th.e iry of Dia de los Muertos
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h_onor their dead!. Later, 5
violent tribe calfed the Mexica
took over the other tribes

and forced thejr religion on
everyone—one that required
human sacrifices. They ruled
for about 200 years, until the
Spanish conqueror Hernan
Cortés arrived in 1519.

Many of the People who had
suffered under Mexica rute
asked the Spanish soldiers

to help them overthrow

their oppressors. When they
succeeded, Cortds brought in
the Spanish government and
the Catholic Church to replace
the Mexica system.

* Think of your favorite holiday. Why do you celebrate the way you do? What is its history?

* What are some traditions that have changed or evolved even within your lifetime?

Share your conversation experiences with the worid!





