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LETTER TO PARENTS

Dear Parents,

We want our Tuttle Times Parent Guide to be a valuable resource for you. Parents play a
crucial role in shaping their children’s minds and helping them understand the big ideas
that lay the foundation for a bright future. We want to empower you to confidently
guide your children in learning these principles.

Our mission is to equip you with knowledge and resources to make learning engaging
and meaningful for your children. By encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and a love
for learning, your children can apply their knowledge in real-life situations and nurture
their problem-solving skills and creativity.

We have included dinner table conversation starters in this Parent Guide. We firmly
believe that changing the world begins at the dinner table. We hope these conversation
starters will spark meaningful discussions and provide opportunities for bonding as a
family.

—The Tuttle Twins team

Be sure to check out our June Issue Resources, which has links
to the challenge badges, activity solutions, and more!

We would love for you (and your child!) to share your thoughts
on this month’s issue with us. Find the survey links on the June
Issue Resources page!

WANT EVEN MORE MAGAZINE CONTENT LIKE THIS?

Upgrade to our Magazine Plus subscription to
receive a monthly 20+ page Plus Pack filled SCAN FOR

with activity sheets, writing prompts, and MORE INFO!

articles for parents that enhances each issue. T or 9o to
uttleTwins.com/

plusupgrade



https://tuttletwins.com/magazine/jun24
https://tuttletwins.com/plusupgrade
https://tuttletwins.com/plusupgrade
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Article Overviews and Dinner Table Conversations

We encourage you to read the Tuttle Times articles with your children, and we hope that the
topics and big ideas bring about conversations that expand their knowledge and understanding
of how the world works.

For each article, we give an overview or explain our reasoning for including it in this month’s
issue along with dinner table conversation starters. Bon appétit!

Kayaks or Collectivism? (ssue pages 3-7)

While the twins are kayaking, their parents are being pulled on inner
tubes. As they reach the rapids, their parents use the situation to
illustrate how giving up individual control by using the inner tubes can
lead to difficulties, while taking personal responsibility by using the
kayaks might be more work but allows for more freedom.

Ethan and Emily learn that individual choices are important, even if
they require more effort. Relying on a collective approach might look
like the easier way, but it doesn't always lead to good results.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

* Are there any situations where you think the needs of a group
should be prioritized over the freedom of individuals to choose for
themselves?

« Why do you think it's important to take responsibility for your own
actions? How can this help you in your daily life?

The Great Debate (Issue pages 8-10)

The central question in political arguments is whether laws should focus
on societal good or individual freedom.

Individualism does not mean only caring about yourself. [t means being
free to make your own choices in life. Many people make the choice to
help others voluntarily. That is the true caring thing to do. Individualism
also means being responsible for your actions and accepting the
consequences of your actions.

Collectivism infringes on personal freedom. The government uses force
to tax people to redistribute to people and projects they choose.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

« How does collectivism allow people to avoid taking responsibility
for their own actions?

e How can we find a balance between helping others and taking care

of ourselves? e
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What Brings the Greater Good? (ssue pages 11-12)

The article contrasts collectivism with individualism, explaining that
prioritizing individual freedom results in more positive outcomes for
society. It challenges the idea that collectivism leads to a better, more
caring society.

The article emphasizes that collectivist approaches often result in
suffering. Four examples from history are provided: Lenin, Mao, Hitler,
and FDR.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

* Is it possible for the government to implement some laws for the
“greater good” without violating individual rights?

« How do people in power convince people to follow their collectivist
ideas?

Latest Buzz: A Bill to End the Fed

(Issue pages 13-14)

The article introduces U.S. Representative Thomas Massie from
Kentucky, highlighting his efforts to abolish the Federal Reserve.

The Fed's decisions to continually print more money has caused high
inflation. The Fed operates in secrecy—it has never been audited—
and is run by unelected officials, making it difficult to hold anyone
accountable.

It has caused the dollar to lose 93% of its purchasing power. And, yet,
it still has so much power, choosing winners and losers in our economy.
It's definitely time to end the Federal Reserve.

Dinner Table Conversation Starters

« Why do you think the Senate has not passed any of the bills to
audit the Federal Reserve?

* How would abolishing the Federal Reserve affect government
spending? How would it affect banks?
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Encouraging Decision-Making

As parents, our instinct is to guide and protect our children, shielding them from harm and
ensuring they make the best choices. However, an equally important aspect of parenting
is allowing children to practice making decisions on their own. This skill is crucial for their
development and future independence.

There’s No Instant Adulthood

Good decision-making skills don’t magically manifest when children turn 18—or even when their
brain fully develops at 25. Like most skills, decision-making must be learned and practiced over
time. You can explain how to make good decisions and even model making good decisions, but
that isn’t enough. To learn to make good decisions, you need to practice.

Expecting a young adult to make sound decisions without prior experience is unrealistic and
can lead to poor choices with significant consequences. Children need a safe environment
to practice making decisions, experience the outcomes, and learn from their experiences—
especially their mistakes.

Learning from Bad Decisions

It's natural to want to shield your children from the discomfort and consequences of poor
decisions. However, making mistakes is an important part of the learning process. When children
make decisions that don’t turn out well, they gain valuable insights that help them make better
choices in the future. This process helps them develop critical thinking skills and resilience.

That’s another reason why it’'s important to allow children to begin making decisions at a young
age. Learning from small mistakes is less risky, and children can learn valuable lessons that they
can apply to future decisions when mistakes could have harsher consequences.

For instance, if a child decides to spend their allowance on candy instead of saving for a toy
they really want, they will likely experience regret and learn the importance of saving. These
small lessons accumulate over time, helping them develop a nuanced understanding of cause
and effect.

Experiencing Accountability

Accountability is a key component of responsible decision-making. When children understand
that their choices have consequences, both positive and negative, they learn to take
responsibility for their actions. This sense of accountability helps them mature and understand
how to manage their life independently.

Encourage your children to reflect on their decisions and consider what they might do
differently next time. Parents can guide the reflection, but it should be an open discussion
without judgment. We don’t want to make them fearful of making a bad decision. We want
them to understand that thinking through decisions can help prevent many mistakes and
consequences.
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Practical Steps for Parents

1. Offer Choices Early On: Begin by offering your children simple choices from a young age.
Whether it's choosing their clothes for the day or deciding what book to read at bedtime, these
small decisions help them feel empowered and allow them to practice decision-making.

2. Discuss Decisions and Outcomes: Engage in conversations about the decisions they face.
Ask open-ended questions that encourage them to think critically about their options and
potential outcomes. This helps them develop analytical skills and consider consequences.

3. Model Decision-Making: Demonstrate how you make decisions, sharing your thought process
and considerations. Using real-life scenarios will help them understand that there isn’t always a
perfect choice, so it is helpful to weigh pros and cons.

4. Encourage Risk-Taking in Safe Environments: Allow your children to take manageable risks.
This could be trying a new activity on their own or handling a disagreement with a friend. These
experiences teach them to navigate uncertainty and build confidence in their abilities.

5. Support Without Overstepping: It's important to be available for guidance while allowing
your children the space to make their own choices. Offer support and advice, but resist the urge
to make decisions for them.

6. Celebrate Successes and Failures: Recognize and celebrate your children’s successes and
efforts, even when the outcome isn't perfect. Acknowledge their courage to make decisions and
discuss what they learned from any mistakes.

Raising capable, independent decision-makers is a challenging journey, but a rewarding one. By
allowing your children the freedom to make choices, face consequences, and learn from their
experiences, you're equipping them with essential life skills.

So, embrace the messiness of trial and error, celebrate their courage, and guide them with
wisdom and patience. It’s exciting to realize that one day, you will be able to step back, trust in
their abilities, and watch them flourish.



EXTRA RESOURCES

Podcasts

- What is Voluntaryism? - Episode 124
- What's So Bad About the Greater Good? - Episode 232
- Are Communities an Example of Collectivism? - Episode 391

Tuttle Twins Books & eBooks

The overarching theme of most of our Tuttle Twins books is individualism vs.
collectivism. But here are a few to reference with this issue:

- The Tuttle Twins Learn About the Law

- The Tuttle Twins and the Road to Surfdom

- The Tuttle Twins and the Fate of the Future

- The Tuttle Twins and the Mixed Up Market

- The Tuttle Twins and the Leviathan Crisis

- The Tuttle Twins and the 12 Rules Boot Camp

- The Tuttle Twins and the Creature from Jekyll Island (Latest Buzz)

Tuttle Twins Cartoons

- When Laws Give You Lemons - Season 1 - Episode 1

- Roll for Power - Season 1 - Episode 10

- The Fight for the Future - Season 1 - Episode 12

- Cabrini: A Tuttle Twins Adventure - Minisode

- The Inflation Monster - Season 1 - Episode 6 (Latest Buzz)



https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/124-what-is-voluntaryism/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/232-whats-so-bad-about-the-greater-good/
https://tuttletwins.com/podcast/391-are-communities-an-example-of-collectivism/
https://www.angel.com/watch/tuttle-twins/episode/2f3d0382-ea82-4cdc-958e-84fbadadc710/season-1/episode-1/when-laws-give-you-lemons
https://www.angel.com/watch/tuttle-twins/episode/98c8fbc9-22c8-4688-b1fd-e1b8a15ac69c/season-1/episode-10/roll-for-power
https://www.angel.com/watch/tuttle-twins/episode/3bf77c94-f7ca-427f-910a-ff66a502752e/season-1/episode-12/the-fight-for-the-future
https://www.angel.com/watch/tuttle-twins/episode/3302b28d-c9bb-4943-ab07-4086f1d1023c/season-4/episode-20/cabrini-a-tuttle-twins-adventure
https://www.angel.com/watch/tuttle-twins/episode/5daf8a13-4532-4fbf-a89f-e37d544c0ec0/season-1/episode-6/the-inflation-monster




